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Silver Linings  

Sedgehill Students strike gold with DofE success 

It’s been a season of celebration at Sedgehill Academy as every one of our Year 11 Silver 

Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) students proudly completed their award — a huge 

achievement that shines as brightly as the medals themselves. Over the past year, our 

students have shown incredible determination, teamwork, and resilience as they tackled 

every section of the DofE programme — from volunteering in the community to 

mastering new skills, taking on challenging physical goals, and braving the great 

outdoors on their expedition. 

Their final expedition was no walk in the park — quite literally. Facing long treks, 

unpredictable weather, and heavy rucksacks, the students supported one another every 

step of the way. Their teamwork, perseverance, and positivity reflected the very best of 

the Sedgehill spirit. Staff across the academy have praised the group’s maturity and 

perseverance, with special thanks to the DofE team for their tireless guidance and 

encouragement. 

This Silver success has inspired younger year groups to lace up their boots and aim high 

— proof that at Sedgehill, perseverance really does pay off. 

 



 

 

Excellence and opportunity 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping our eye on the ball  
The Sedgehill Basketball Academy is back in full swing — and 

the energy on court has never been higher! Training sessions 

are buzzing with focus, teamwork, and determination as our 

players sharpen their skills for the season ahead. 

Under the expert guidance of Coach Gabi and Coach Sterling, 

students are pushing their limits, building confidence, and 

learning what it means to play with discipline and heart. Their 

dedication, encouragement, and passion for the game 

continue to inspire every player who steps onto the court. 

From early morning drills to after-school sessions, the 

commitment from both coaches and students is setting the 

tone for another exciting year of Sedgehill basketball success. 

We can’t wait to see what this talented squad achieves next — 

both on and off the court! 

 Year of the Book  
By Mr Stuchfield 

There’s a quiet kind of magic that 

happens when a student truly connects 

with a book. As a teacher, it’s one of the 

most rewarding moments to witness — 

that instant when reading becomes more 

than a task on a timetable and turns into 

a doorway to somewhere new. Reading 

is, at its heart, an act of imagination. It 

allows us to step into another person’s 

thoughts, to see the world through 

unfamiliar eyes, and to question our own 

assumptions. In the classroom, I see how 

regular reading strengthens not only 

vocabulary and comprehension, but 

empathy and curiosity too.  

In a world that moves faster than ever, 

opening a book slows the noise. It 

provides space to breathe, to reflect, and 

to focus. Whether it’s a gripping thriller, a 

fantasy world, or a thought-provoking 

poem, reading offers comfort as well as 

challenge. At Sedgehill, we want every 

student to see reading not as a chore, but 

as a lifelong habit — a way of 

understanding both themselves and 

others. Find something that sparks your 

interest, even if it’s just for ten minutes a 

day. You might be surprised where those 

pages take you. After all, readers aren’t 

just made in English lessons — they’re 

made in bedrooms, buses, libraries, and 

quiet corners everywhere.  

 Really taking the cake  

Our recent International Bake Sale was a huge success, bringing together students 

and staff for a delicious cause! Tables were piled high with treats inspired by flavours 

from around the world — all lovingly baked and sold to raise money for charity. 

The event showcased our school’s creativity, teamwork, and community spirit, with 

every crumb helping to make a difference. A massive thank you to everyone who 

baked, bought, and supported — together, we proved that kindness really is the 

sweetest ingredient! 

 

 

 



 

 
 Around the Academy  

  
Learning, exploring, and having fun whilst doing it  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

New beginnings 
Our new Year 7s have started as they mean to go on 

This term, Sedgehill Academy has been buzzing with excitement as we welcomed our 

brand-new cohort of Year 7 students — the Class of 2030! Transitioning to secondary 

school is a big step, but our new students have already shown incredible enthusiasm, 

confidence, and curiosity as they settle into life at Sedgehill. From exploring new 

subjects and meeting their teachers to joining clubs and making new friends, Year 7s 

have thrown themselves into every opportunity with energy and positivity. Staff have 

been deeply impressed by their maturity, kindness, and willingness to get involved — 

qualities that truly reflect the Sedgehill spirit. 

To mark the start of their journey, we hosted a special Welcome Tea Party, where 

students and families gathered with staff for an afternoon of conversation, cake, and 

celebration. The event was a wonderful chance for everyone to relax, connect, and 

reflect on the exciting year ahead. Laughter filled the hall as students shared their first 

impressions of secondary school and teachers got to know the newest members of our 

community. Heads of Year 7, Mr Bonfield and Ms Craggs, praised the students’ attitude 

and sense of belonging, saying it was clear that “our new Year 7s are already making 

their mark.” 

 
 

 



 

 
 Across the Arts   

  
Striking a chord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

A celebration for BHM 
Black History Month: a concert for sickle cell support 

Sedgehill Academy recently hosted a spectacular Black History Month concert, 

organised by the dedicated Miss Hird, celebrating the rich cultural heritage and 

achievements of the Black community. The event was a vibrant and inspiring evening 

that brought together students, staff, and families to reflect, learn, and enjoy a range of 

performances highlighting the importance of Black History Month. 

The concert aimed not only to celebrate culture but also to give back to the community. 

All proceeds from the day were donated to charities supporting those affected by sickle 

cell disease, a cause close to the hearts of many within the Sedgehill Academy 

community. By linking cultural celebration with charitable giving, the event embodied 

both awareness and action, demonstrating the school’s commitment to social 

responsibility. 

From the moment the concert began, it was clear that a lot of thought and effort had 

gone into its organisation. Students took to the stage with confidence and enthusiasm, 

performing a diverse range of musical pieces, spoken word poetry, and dramatic 

readings that reflected the struggles, triumphs, and contributions of Black people 

throughout history. Each performance was met with enthusiastic applause, highlighting 

the talent and dedication of the Sedgehill students. 

 



 

One of the highlights of the day  was 

the performance by the Sedgehill Lions 

cheerleaders. Their energetic routines, 

precision choreography, and infectious 

enthusiasm brought an extra level of 

excitement to the concert, captivating 

the audience and adding a fun, 

dynamic element to the show. The 

cheerleaders’ performance was not just 

entertaining but also showcased 

teamwork, discipline, and school spirit, 

leaving a lasting impression on all who 

attended. 

Miss Hird, the organiser of the concert, 

expressed her pride in the students’ 

achievements and the community’s 

generosity. She emphasised that 

events like this are vital in fostering 

understanding, celebrating diversity, 

and supporting important causes. Her 

leadership ensured that the concert ran 

smoothly and created an inclusive 

atmosphere where every participant 

felt valued. 

Overall, Sedgehill Academy’s Black History Month concert was a resounding success. It 

offered a meaningful celebration of culture, highlighted the talents of its students, and 

made a tangible difference through fundraising for sickle cell charities. The show served 

as a reminder of the importance of education, community, and the power of coming 

together to celebrate heritage while supporting those in need. 

The final furlong 
The race to results 

Sedgehill Academy’s Year 11 students 

recently took part in their “First Push” 

event, marking the start of their final 

exam preparations. The session focused 

on making predictions for upcoming 

assessments, reviewing exam 

timetables, and setting clear goals for 

the months ahead. Students received 

practical advice on managing their 

revision and staying organised, 

ensuring they are ready to tackle the 

challenges of Year 11 with confidence. 

Ms Thurston, Head of KS4, delivered an 

inspiring pep talk, encouraging students to stay focused, believe in themselves, and 

give their best effort. The event was an energising start to the year. 



 

 

Creativity and Aspiration: Championing the Arts 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treading the boards 
Theatre and discussion with instrumentalists and actors 

Ms Cooper recently took a group of Year 9 students from 

Sedgehill Academy to Mountview Theatre to watch a new 

revival of Shockheaded Peter. The outing offered students a 

unique opportunity to experience live theatre at its most 

creative and dynamic, immersing them in the darkly comic 

world of the production. Following the performance, the 

students took part in an engaging Q&A session with members 

of the cast. They discussed not only the artistic and technical 

aspects of staging a professional show but also explored a 

wide range of careers in the arts, from acting and stage 

management to design and production. The session offered 

valuable insights into the dedication, teamwork, and creativity 

required to succeed in the performing arts. Ms Cooper 

highlighted the importance of exposing students to cultural 

experiences outside the classroom, encouraging them to 

explore future opportunities in the arts.  

 The Sedgehill Way 
By Mr Barrett, Vice Principal  

At Sedgehill Academy, we believe that 

kindness is just as important as academic 

success. Small acts — helping a peer, 

offering encouragement, or simply 

showing respect — can make a huge 

difference in someone’s day. Kindness 

creates a positive environment where 

everyone feels valued, safe, and 

supported. 

To celebrate and encourage this, we are 

excited to introduce the Sedgehill Way 

Card. This initiative gives students the 

opportunity to earn signatures and 

rewards when they demonstrate acts of 

kindness around the school. Whether it’s 

supporting a classmate with their work, 

showing empathy in the playground, or 

going out of their way to help someone, 

every positive action counts. 

The goal is simple: to recognise and 

reward the everyday choices that make 

Sedgehill a welcoming and caring 

community. Students can collect 

signatures from teachers, work towards 

rewards, and take pride in the difference 

they make. 

Kindness isn’t just about grand gestures—

it’s about the small, thoughtful actions 

that build a culture of respect and 

friendship. With the Sedgehill Way Card, 

we hope every student feels inspired to 

contribute to a community where 

kindness truly matters. 

 Shooting for the moon 

Four Sedgehill Academy Year 13 students are taking their next big step, applying to 

Oxford and Cambridge this year. Their chosen courses—Maths, PPE, and Computer 

Science—reflect their ambition and talent. The school community is proud, wishing 

them every success as they aim for some of the UK’s most prestigious universities. 

 



 

 
 Academic successes   

  
Fond farewells and bright futures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destinations  
A few success stories from an incredible Year 13 

Sedgehill Academy is celebrating another year of outstanding A-level results, with students 

achieving exceptional grades across a wide range of subjects. This year, every one of our 

university applicants received offers, highlighting the dedication, hard work, and resilience 

of our students and the commitment of our teaching staff. These results reflect not only 

academic excellence but also the broader support and guidance provided throughout the 

Sixth Form, preparing students for life beyond the classroom. From securing places at top 

universities to pursuing ambitious career pathways, Sedgehill students continue to 

demonstrate that with determination and effort, anything is possible. 

Huge congratulations to Vodie, who 

has earned a full basketball scholarship 

to Hill College in Dallas, Texas! His 

dedication, hard work, and talent on 

the court have paid off, opening the 

door to an exciting new chapter in both 

his sporting and academic journey. 

Vodie’s achievement is a true 

inspiration to the Sedgehill community, 

showing what’s possible with 

commitment and perseverance. We 

are incredibly proud and can’t wait to 

see all he accomplishes in the United 

States. Wishing Vodie every success as 

he begins this amazing opportunity 

abroad! 

We are especially proud of Shilon Anderson and 

Indiana Thompson, who have both received offers to 

study Law at Lancaster University and Essex 

University. Their achievements are further 

recognised through the prestigious Garden Court 

Chambers’ Access to the Bar for All Scholarship, 

awarding £7,000 per year and providing invaluable 

mentoring from experienced barristers. This 

opportunity will give them exceptional insight into 

the legal profession and help shape their future 

careers. Congratulations to Shilon and Indiana – their 

hard work, dedication, and determination have truly 

paid off. The Sedgehill community looks forward to 

celebrating their continued success in the years 

ahead.  



 

Congratulations are also due 

to Frankie on an outstanding 

accomplishment! After months 

of dedication, focus, and 

determination, Frankie 

achieved straight A-grades in 

his A Levels, a remarkable 

testament to his hard work and 

commitment to excellence. 

These results open the door to 

an exciting new chapter, as he 

will now be pursuing his 

studies at the prestigious 

King’s College London, one of 

the UK’s leading universities. 

Frankie’s success is an 

inspiration to the entire 

Sedgehill Academy 

community. It demonstrates 

how perseverance, consistent 

effort, and a passion for 

learning can lead to 

exceptional outcomes. His 

journey also highlights the 

support and guidance 

provided by our teachers, who 

encourage students to reach 

their full potential. We are 

incredibly proud of Frankie’s 

achievements and can’t wait to 

see all that he accomplishes in 

the next stage of his academic journey. His bright future is a testament to what is possible 

with dedication and ambition. 

We would also like to extend our 

heartfelt thanks to Miss May and Ms 

Ballabani, whose dedication and hard 

work continue to make Sedgehill 

Academy’s Sixth Form a place where 

students can thrive. Their guidance, 

support, and encouragement play a 

vital role in helping students achieve 

their academic goals, navigate 

university applications, and prepare 

for life beyond school. From providing 

expert advice to offering a listening 

ear, their commitment ensures that every student has the tools and confidence to succeed. 

The achievements of our Year 13 students are a testament to their exceptional work and 

unwavering support. 

  

 



 

 

How the Sedgehill community values joy at school and beyond 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead 
It’s never too early! 

Sedgehill Academy recently welcomed prospective students 

and their families to an engaging and informative Open 

Evening, showcasing the school’s vibrant community and wide 

range of opportunities. Visitors were treated to a warm 

welcome from staff and students and had the chance to 

explore the facilities, meet teachers, and learn more about life 

at Sedgehill. A particular highlight of the evening was the 

series of interactive workshops run by the Music, Drama, and 

Sports departments. The Music department offered hands-on 

sessions where visitors could try instruments and explore 

different musical styles, while the Drama department ran 

improvisation and performance workshops, giving students a 

taste of life on stage. Meanwhile, the Sports department 

demonstrated their diverse programme, with interactive 

sessions that encouraged teamwork, fitness, and fun. These 

workshops not only showcased the exceptional talent of 

Sedgehill students and staff but also highlighted the school’s 

commitment to fostering creativity, confidence, and wellbeing. 

The Open Evening provided a fantastic opportunity for families 

to experience the supportive and inspiring environment that 

makes Sedgehill Academy such a special place to learn. 

 A note from the 

Principal 
By Ms Cassidy, Principal  

Welcome back to Sedgehill Academy! It 

is wonderful to see our corridors and 

classrooms buzzing once again with the 

energy, enthusiasm, and curiosity of our 

students. A new school year brings fresh 

opportunities to learn, grow, and 

challenge ourselves, and I am excited to 

see all that our students will achieve in 

the months ahead.  

At Sedgehill, our school values of hard 

work, integrity, kindness, and excellence 

guide everything we do. Hard work 

ensures that every student reaches their 

potential and embraces challenges with 

determination. Integrity underpins our 

actions, helping us make honest and 

ethical choices every day. Kindness 

fosters a supportive, inclusive community 

where everyone feels valued and 

respected.  

Excellence encourages us to aim high, 

celebrate achievements, and continually 

strive for improvement in all areas of 

school life. To our new students, I extend 

a special welcome — we are thrilled to 

have you join our community and look 

forward to supporting you as you settle 

into life at Sedgehill. To our returning 

students, I encourage you to embody our 

values, embrace new experiences, and 

support one another along the way.  

Together, let’s make this year one of 

growth, achievement, and positive 

impact. Here’s to a successful, inspiring, 

and memorable year ahead! 

 Sing it loud! 

We would like to extend a big thank you to our Music Department for relaunching 

the school choir for another exciting year! Students now have the opportunity to 

come together, share their love of singing, and develop their musical talents.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sedgehill boys shine 
A new initiative led by Munya Chawawa 

Sedgehill Academy is celebrating the incredible participation of 

our boys in the new Black Boys Theatre Club, launched by Munya 

Chawawa. Their involvement in this initiative has already gained 

widespread online attention, highlighting the students’ 

enthusiasm and engagement. 45 of our boys have taken part, 

many experiencing the magic of theatre and acclaimed 

performances for the very first time. Feedback so far has been 

overwhelmingly positive, with students often surprised by how 

much they enjoyed the experience. The boys have represented 

Sedgehill with pride and professionalism during these outings, 

showcasing their curiosity, respect, and enjoyment of the arts. A 

massive thank you to Ms Lennon and Mr Squire for cultivating this 

opportunity! 

 

 A note from Ms Craggs and 

Mr Bonfield 

Co-heads of Year 7 

As a team, we are incredibly proud of our 

year group and all they have achieved so 

far. It has been wonderful to watch 

students settle into Sedgehill Academy, 

embracing new challenges, making 

friends, and contributing positively to 

school life. Their enthusiasm, resilience, 

and curiosity make us confident that this 

year group has a bright and successful 

future ahead. 

We also want to highlight how much we 

valued meeting so many of our Year 7 

families at the recent Year 7 Tea Party. It 

was a fantastic opportunity to connect with 

parents and carers, hear about students’ 

experiences, and build stronger links 

between home and school. The warmth, 

support, and engagement of our families 

are essential in helping students thrive, 

and it was truly inspiring to see the 

community spirit that surrounds this year 

group. 

We are looking forward to the rest of the 

year, working together with students and 

families to celebrate achievements, 

overcome challenges, and ensure that 

every Year 7 student feels valued, 

supported, and proud to be part of 

Sedgehill Academy. 

 Kindness front and centre 

We recently celebrated Kindness Week, featuring inspiring talks from teachers, who 

shared personal stories and practical tips on showing kindness in everyday life. 

Students also took part in thoughtful discussions, exploring how small acts can make a 

big difference. The celebrations culminated with Kindness Badges for those who 

demonstrated exceptional care and consideration for others. 

 

 …and finally   

 What you might have missed  


